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MAIN FEATURES

Change between —

October 1993 November 1992
and and

ALL GROUPS

index numbers (a)
(Base: Year 1989-9% = 108.0)

SITC Navember 1993 November 1993 Index
Section % % r 120
0 Food apd live animals 0.9 33 r 115
1 Beverages and tobacco 3.0 -85.8
2 Crude materials 0.1 224 F 110
3 Mineral fuels, etc 0.4 -52
4 Animal and vegetable oils, etc 0.6 04 - 105
5§ Chemical products -0.6 0.9 L 100
6 Manufactired goods, by material 03 54
7 Machinery and transport equipment -0.9 7.3 L g5
8 Miscellaneous manufactured articles -0.6 38 r , . . .
9 Commodities and transactions n.e.s. 31 16.9 Nov Nov Nov Nov Nov
1989 1950 1991 1992 1993
All groups 06 53 (a) Quarterly index numbers prior to April 1991.
The Al groups index decreased by 0.6 per cent in Percentage change from previous month
November 1993 {-0.7 index poinis).
. . . Per cent
The increase in the valve of the Australian doliar 3.0
apainst the major trading currencies led to small 20
price falls in a wide range of items. ’
1.0
The AN groups index increased by 5.3 per cent
between November 1992 and November 1993 00
-1.0
2.0
Sept Nov Jan Mar May July Sept Nov
1992 1993
INQUIRIES "« for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related

unpublished statistics contact Carole Duthie on Canberra (06) 252 5348 or any ABS State

olfice.

= for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information Services
on Canberra (06) 252 6627, 252 5402, 252 6007 or any ABS State office.

NOTE: Explanatory Notes arc published at the back of this publication.



INDEX NUMBERS BASED ON THE STANDARD INTERNATIONAL TRADE CLASSIFICATION
(Base: 1989-90 = 100.0)
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TARLE 1. IMPORT FRICE INDEX
ALL GROUPS
{Base of index: Year 1989-90 = 100.0)

Percentage change

Change from Change

corresponding from

Index month of previous

Perind numbery previous year perivd

1690-61 103.2 32

1991-92 102.7 0.5

199263 t12.1 g7
1992.93 —

Septernber 1100 9.3 07

Ocober 1108 10.2 0.8

November 112.2 10.0 12

December 113.0 3.9 0.7

January 1142 94 11

Hebruary 113.4 8.6 -0.7

March 112.1 8.4 -1.1

April 1123 9.6 0.2

May 1138 9.8 1.3

June 1168 11.3 26
1993.9¢ —

July 1169 93 0.1

Auvgust 116.7 6.9 -0.2

Scprember 1193 85 22

Octaber p 1189 1.2 -3

November p 118.2 33 -6

TABLE 2. IMPORT PRICE INDEX
CONTRIBUTION OF SECTIONS AND SELECTED DMVISIONS OF
THE STANDARD INTERNATIONAL TRADE CLASSIFICATION (8ITC) TO ALL GROUPS INDEX
(Expressed it terms of All groups index points) (1)
Category October 1993 p  November 1993 p Change
All groups 118.9 1182 -0.7

Contribution to Al grotps index (in index potnis) —

SI1C Scations
00 Food and live animals chiefly for food 395 392 -0.03
i Heverages and tobacco (192 0.89 -0.03
2 Crude materials, incdible, except fucls 4.00 401 0.01
3 Mineral fuels, lubncants and other related maicrials 524 521 -0.03
4 Anmimal and vegerable oilg, fats and wazxes 0.33 0.33 —
3 Chemicals and relaled products n.e.s. 11.28 11.21 0.07
6 Manufactured goods classified by matcrial 19.52 19.47 003
7 Machinery and transport equipment 37.54 57.04 -0.50
8 Miscellanesus manufaciured articles 1563 15.54 -0.09
9 Commodilies and transactions noi classified elsewhere 0.51 0.53 0.02

Selected SI'I'C Divisions

03 Fish, crustaceans and molluscs and preparations Lthereof 1.18 1.14 S04
52 Inorganic chemnicals 0.81 0.76 -0.05
69 Manulactures of metals n.e.s. 367 3.63 -0.04
71 Power gencrating machinery and equipment 372 3.68 -0.04
72 Machinery specialised for particular industries 6.92 6.86 {306
74 General industrial machinery and equipment n.e.s. 7.98 7.88 (110
76 Telecommunications and sound recording cquipment 4.35 4.29 -0.06
77 Electrical machinery, apparatus, appliances n.e.s. 6.39 6.31 -0.08
78 Road vehicles 15.74 15.63 -0.11

(a) For an cxplanaticn of this table sce paragraph 26 of the Explanatory Notes.



TABLE 3. IMPORT PRICE INDEX
BASED ON THE STANDARD INTERNATIONAL TRADE CLASSIFICATION (SITC)
SECTION INDEX NUMBERS
{Base of cach index: Ycar 1989-90 = 100.0)

Food Crude Mineral fuels.

and tive materials, lubricants Animal and

animals Beverages inedible, and other vegelable

chiefly and except related oils, fats

Jor food tobacco fuels materials and waxes

Period 0} i) {2) (3) {4}

1990-91 087 107.2 946 119.0 G96.3

1991-92 98.1 1157 90.8 92.5 116.6

1992-93 104.7 121.8 101.1 100.1 126.6
199293 .

September 103.6 1189 96.3 100.1 132.5

October 104.2 117.8 97.3 102.6 129.5

November 104.6 121.0 98.8 103.8 128.1

December 105.4 120.0 99.3 102.5 125.4

January 105.6 122.0 100.0 100.9 127.9

Febroary 106.4 125.7 100.3 98.9 124.0

March 105.7 124.0 1060.8 97.9 121.7

April 105.9 1246 1037 97.1 122.8

May 105.5 1254 107.5 98.4 1209

June 106.7 121.% 1176 100.5 123.1
1993-94 —

Tuly 6.9 1216 119.0 99.0 125.6

August 1063 122.0 114.8 95.4 123.5

September 108.1 1169 116.2 99.2 125.0

Ocioher p 109.1 113.7 120.8 98.8 126.8

November p 108.1 110.3 120.9 98.4 1276

TABLE 3. IMPORT PRICE INDEX
BASED ON THE STANDARD INTERNATIONAL TRADE CLASSIFICATION (SITC)
SECTION INDEX NUMBERS — continued
{Base of each index: Year 1989-9¢ = 100.0)

Manufaciured Commoditiex

Chemicals goods Machinery and

and refated classified and Miscellaneous transaclions

products chiefly fransport manufactured not classified

ne.s. by material equipment articles elsewhere

Period {5) {6) {7) {8) 19;

1990-91 100.4 102.1 102.6 103.0 96.0

1991-92 100.5 103.3 104.8 105.7 91.4

1992-93 106.2 109.3 116.8 1149 987
199293 —

September 1059 107.2 1141 i13.35 96.1

October 105.9 107.6 1153 1136 97.0

November 106.1 109.0 1171 115.0 97.9

December 108.8 110.2 117.7 114.7 97.8

January 109.6 1117 119.2 116.2 08.6

February 106.7 111.2 118.7 1157 96.7

March 105.7 109.7 117.2 114.6 93.7

Apnil 105.4 109.6 117.3 115.3 917

May 105.4 110.9 1192 1169 106.5

June 106.9 112.0 1232 119.5 1119
199394 —

July 107.3 112.6 123.2 1194 6.8

August 105.0 112.2 1242 1194 111.0

September 106.7 1153 1273 121.0 109.8

Qctober p 1057 115.2 126.7 120.1 111.0

November p 105.1 1149 125.6 1194 1144




TABLE 4. IMPORT PRICE INDEX
BASED ON THE STANDARD INTERNATIONAL TRADE CLASSIFICATION (SITC)
SELECTED DIVISION INDEX NUMEBERS
{Basec of each index: Year 1989-90 = 100.0)

Patrofeam, Paper, Textile Power Machinery
petraleum paperboard yara. generaiing specialived
products and ariicles fabrics machinery Jor
and related Organic made and related and particular
maieriafs chemicals of paper producty equipment indusiries
Period {33} (34} f64) (65) {71) 72)
1990-91 119.0 G987 100.2 103.1 106.3 103.4
1991-92 92.5 90.5 99 8 103.5 1116 105.0
1992-93 100.1 970 100.7 106.9 1223 1193
Jou2-.93 —
Sepilember 160t 946 98.1 104.4 121.2 1175
October 162.6 96.8 99.2 105.7 120.3 1192
November 163.8 98.6 1.6 106.8 120.8 119.5
December 102.5 98.8 101.8 1054 1226 119.6
January 100.9 100.3 1028 110.6 124.0 1207
February 989 999 1039 109.6 123.5 1201
March 97.9 975 102.4 106.5 122.0 117.7
April 971 96.7 100.8 106.7 122.7 120.3
May 98.4 95.4 101.8 107.7 125.3 1226
lune 0.5 975 99.7 108.9 128.9 1244
199394 —
Tuly 99.0 98.3 102.5 1106 126.8 123.4
August 95.4 95.4 101.7 1%.1 130.7 124.5
Sepiember 992 992 100.8 157 136.9 1274
October p 988 99.4 1016 1153 1372 125.6
November p 98.4 1005 1017 1149 135.8 124.5
TABLE 4. IMPORT PRICE INDEX
BASED ON THE STANDARD INTERNATIONAL TRADE CLASSIFICATION (SITC)
SELECTED DIVISION INDEX NUMBERS — continued
{Base of cach index: Year 1989-94 = 100.0)
General Tele- Flectrical
industrial Gffice compnications machinery,
machinery, machnes and sound elc and Other
equipment and ADP recording parls Road fransport
and parts machines equiprment thereaf vehicles equipment
Period {74) {73) 76) {77) {78) {79)
1990-91 106.5 95.1 937 100.5 02,7 104.2
1951-92 109.5 §9.6 953 o1 110.5 109.1
1992.93 125.0 895 104.4 109.0 1360 1224
{992-03 —
Sepigmher 121.7 88.9 102.5 107.7 124.6 1187
Qcober 123.0 #9.2 103.0 108.1 1275 12011
November 123.6 90.9 1045 109.3 126.9 124.7
December 126.6 91.0 104.5 109.6 130.0 124.8
January 128.5 921 105.9 1111 1315 127.8
l‘cbruary 126.6 914 105.8 11G.0 1323 126.3
March 125.0 89.0 104.4 108.7 1333 121.9
April 126.2 878 104.1 169.7 132.4 1211
May 128.9 83.0 108.8 - 1107 133.9 123.0
June 1305 90.1 111.0 1129 1427 1275
1993-94 —
July 130.7 897 1113 127 143.5 127.0
August 1322 90.3 1121 1129 1454 126.9
September 135.7 923 115.0 114.6 148.2 131.8
Oclober p 134.6 91.1 114.5 116.8 1479 130.2

November p 132.9 90.9 112.9 115.3 146.9 129.4
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TABLE 5. IMPORT PRICE INDEX
BASED ON THE COMBINED AUSTRALIAN CUSTOMS TARIFF AND
STATISTICAL NOMENCLATURE (CUSTOMS HARMONISED TARIFF}
SECTION INDEX NUMBERS
{Base of cach index: Year 1989-90 = 100.0}

Prepared Plasiics and Wood pulp,

Soodstuffs, Chemical rubber, and paper and

heverages Minergl inclustry articles paper

and tohacco products products thereof products

Period f4) {5) {6} (7) (10)

1990-91 Noi available

1991-92 1049 100.7 1. 99.4 977

1992-93 112.3 108.8 i04.6 106.8 99.5
1992.93 —

September 1124 108.6 105.5 163.3 98.8

Oclober 1122 1111 105.4 104.0 96.3

November 1120 1126 105.3 105.5 99.4

December 1128 111.2 106.8 107.3 100.3

January 1131 109.7 1074 108.7 101.2

February 113.7 107.6 104.2 1082 105.2

March 113.0 106.5 103.4 105.9 99.9

April 1127 105.7 103.0 10%.9 987

May 112.6 167.0 102.4 1105 99.6

June 1126 109.1 104.3 110.6 989
199394 —

July 112.9 107.7 103.8 112.0 1005

August 112.9 102.8 100.8 112.4 1040.2

September 111.9 106.6 102.4 1137 994

October p 111.5 106.4 101.3 1138 99.7

November p 109.5 106.0 100.5 113.7 99.9

TABLE 5. IMPORT PRICE INDEX
BASED ON THE COMBINED AUSTRALIAN CUSTOMS TARIFF AND
STATISTICAL NOMENCLATURE (CUSTOMS HARMONISED TARIFF)
SECTION INDEX NUMBERS — continued
{Base of cach index: Year 1989-90 = 100.0)

Instruments, clocks

Textiles Base metals Machinery and watches, eptical

and textife and articles and elecirical Transport and photographic

articles thereof equipment equipment apparaties

Period (11} f15) (16} 117} 18)

1990-91 Not available

1991-92 101.2 103.1 994 110.3 105.0

169293 106.2 108.9 107.4 128.2 120.5
1992-93 —

Seplember 103.7 107.5 105.8 123.2 117.2

October 104.7 108.0 106.4 1257 118.4

November 105.9 169.6 107.6 128.7 120.2

December 108.4 1{9.8 108.3 128.8 120.1

January 1097 118 109.7 130.7 122.6

February 108.8 110.6 108.8 1309 122.2

March 105.8 108.8 106.8 130.5 120.7

April 106.0 108.4 1072 1297 122.6

May 107.0 109.4 . 1089 1314 1249

June 109.1 106 111.2 139.1 1277
1993-94 —

July 109.5 1111 111.2 139.5 127.2

August 108.6 1113 111.8 141.0 128.7

Septernber 132 113.7 1147 1442 131.2

Ociwober p 112.8 1138 1142 1435 129.7

November p 112.5 112.7 113.1 142.5 1289




TABLE 6. IMPORT PRICE INDEX
BASEDON THE AUSTRALIAN STANDARI} INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION (ASIC)
DIVISION INDUSTRY OF ORIGIN INDEX NUMBERS
(Base «f cach index: Year 1989-90 = 100.0)

Agriculture,

forestry,

fishing
and hunting Mining Manufacturing
Period fA) (8B) {C)
1490-91 976 1208 102.5
1991.92 99.7 1055 1026
1992.93 102.6 113.7 1117

199293 —
September 99.6 116.1 109.7
October j00.2 117.9 110.4
November 100.7 1179 1118
December 999 115.1 112.6
Ianuary 100.0 1121 113.9
February 1054 109.2 113.1
March 105.8 111.8 111.7
April 106.9 1109 1119
May 107.5 1104 113.4
June 107.7 1109 116.4
190394 —

July 107.3 108.5° 116.6
August 107.5 100.8 116.6
September 107.7 104.5 119.2
Ocwober p 1079 1049 118.7

November p 107.3 1050 118.0




TABLE 7. IMPORT PRICE INDEX
BASED ON THE AUSTRALIAN STANDARD INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION (ASIC)
SUBDIVISION INDUSTRY OF ORIGIN INDEX NUMBERS
{Base of each index: Yeur 1989-9%0 = 100.0}

Food, Waood, wood Paper, paper
heverages Clothing products products,
il and and and printing and
Apriculiure and gas tobarco Textites Jootwear furniture pubiishing
Period i) {13} f21) f23) {24) 25) {26)
1990-01 97.6 126.7 1013 102.5 990 99.2 100.6
1991.92 997 106.6 103.6 103.8 103.7 CLE 99.8
1992-93 in2e 1158 1H1.7 108.5 113 1137 101.3
1992-93 —
September 29.6 1193 111.4 106.2 112.0 108.7 100.7
Ociober 100.2 1212 111.4 107.3 110.8 108.1 101.3
November 100.7 1206 1118 107.9 Ha2s 11012 i01.4
December 99.9 1172 113.1 1104 111.0 110.8 102.3
January 100.0 113.2 1133 1115 111.5 111.5 103.2
Hebrary 105.4 1099 3.2 110.3 1107 110.9 i03.2
March 1058 113.2 112.2 108.6 110.0 1119 101.0
April 106.9 124 112.0 108.9 110.5 175 100.0
May 107.5 117 111.2 109.9 1122 123.3 1009
June 107.7 112.0 1113 e 4.1 135.8 100.4
1903-94 —
Iuly 1073 102 112.40 1124 113.4 1371 102.0
Augusi 107.5 024 111.2 111.2 1125 135.6 101.6
September 107.7 106.7 1119 117.0 1146 138.0 101.0
October p 107.9 106.9 124 116.7 1124 143.5 101.2
November p 107.3 107.0 109 116.3 1109 1432 101.4
TABLE 7. IMPORT PRICE INBEX
RASED ON THE AUSTRALIAN STANDARD INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION (ASIO)
SUBDIVISION INDUSTRY OF ORIGIN INDEX NUMBERS - consinued
{Base of each index: Year 1989-90 = 100.0)
Chemical, Other
petroleum  Non-metallic Basic fabricated machinery
and coal mineral metal metal Transport and  Miscelfaneous
products products products products equipment equiprent  rmanufacturing
Period {27) {28} {29) (31) f32) f23) {34)
1990-91 104 4 108.4 96.5 104.4 102.5 103.1 101 .0
1991-92 93.9 110.7 96.6 108.4 108.6 103.1 101.2
1992-93 98.5 118.8 99.2 1200 125.4 1122 109.7
1992.93 —
September 98.2 123.3 98.5 116.9 121.0 110.3 106.1
October 99.1 116.4 98.4 118.3 123.1 i 107.1
November PR 15.1 99.6 1203 125.9 124 10602
December 101.1 118.1 100.2 120.6 126.1 i13.1 106.7
January 101.5 117.7 100.9 123.5 1279 1147 111.3
Febroary 99.2 114.9 9%.5 122.4 128.0 1138 2
March 97.2 114.7 97.5 119.8 127.3 1119 111.9
Apnl 968 1162 98.3 119.6 126.6 112.3 112.2
May 97.1 119.6 100.5 1223 128.4 114.1 113.4
June 99.2 187 1023 124.5 135.5 116.5 1147
1993-94 — .
July 98.9 1169 104.2 124.1 1359 li6.4 1151
August 967 116.9 102.3 124.8 137.2 117.2 1156
September 98.7 1227 103.1 128.2 140.7 1200 117.2
October p Q749 1203 103.7 126.9 140.0 119.3 116.9
November p 97.1 1212 104.2 126.3 139.3 1181 1168




TABLE 8. IMPORT PRICE INDEX
BASED ON BROAD ECONOMIC CATEGORIES (BEC)
CATEGORY INDEX NUMBERS
{Base of cach index: Year 1949-9 = 100.0)

Capital Transport
goods, and equipment, and
Food Incuserial Fuels parts and parts and Consumer
and supplies and accessories accessories poods

Period beverages ne.s. {ubricants thereof thereof nes.

1990-91 100.3 99.9 119.1 103.6 1025 1026
199192 1021 98.8 947 1023 108.5 106.0
1992-93 108.0 104.1 103.2 150.9 i24.6 114.6
199291 —

Septemnber 107.4 102.2 104.1 1091 1202 113.6
Octoher 107.6 028 106.7 109.8 122.1 1132
November 107.7 104.2 107.7 1110 1250 1139
December 108.8 iNs.5 105.5 118 125.1 1145
lanuary 108.8 1067 103.5 113.2 127.0 1156
February 109.1 105.6 161.3 1122 127.0 115.1

March 1083 103.7 100.3 1104 126.6 115.1
April 109.0 103.9 99.6 1109 1260 1155
May 108.4 105.1 100.8 127 1277 116.7
hme 108.9 107.1 102.7 115.1 134.4 1188
1993.94 —

July 109.0 1689 101.0 1150 1348 118.5
August 108.4 106.2 97.2 115.8 136.0 118.8
September 109.3 107.5 1014 118.7 134 1219
October p 1059 1077 1009 1178 131 1209
November p 108.6 107.3 100.6 1165 138.4 120.4

TABLE 9. IMPORT PRICE INDEX
BASED ON BROAD ECONOMIC CATEGORIES (BEC)
END USE CLASS INDEX NUMBERS (a)
{Base of each index: Year 1989-9) = 100.6)
. Capital Intermediate Consurnpiion

Period goods goods goods
1990-91 103.7 1029 103.4
1991-92 105.1 9B.6 107.0
169293 117.0 105.1 116.9
199293 —

September 114.4 103.4 1154
Ogctober 1155 104.2 1157
November 1171 105.8 116.6
December 1179 106.3 117.2
January 1143 107.5 1182
February 118.7 106.4 117.8
Masch 117.2 i04.8 117.7
April 117.7 104.7 117.9
May 1195 106.0 11%.0
Jone 1233 108.4 121.8
1993.04 —

Tuiy 123.5 108.6 1219
August 1243 : 107.6 122.2
September 127.5 109.7 124.8
Ocroberp . 126.5 109.7 124.0
November p 1253 109.2 123.3

(a) Bread Economic Categories reamranged into end use classes. See paragraph 7 of the Explanatory Notes.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication contains a sct of price indcxes
relating to imports of merchandise landed in Australia
during the month. Each index is presented on reference
base: Year 1989-90) = 100.0.

2. Table 1 contains index numbers for total imports
of merchandisc fandcd in Australia — the All groups
index.

3., Tabic 2 pravides an analysis of thc contributions
which sclected merchandise imports make 1o the Lotal
All groups index (see paragraph 26).

4,  Tables 3 and 4 contain index numbers for Sectiony
and sclected Divisions of the Standard International
Trade Classification {(SITC), Revision 3.

5. Table 5 contains index numbers for sclecled
Sections of the Combined Australian Customs Tariff
and Statistical Nomenclature (Customs Harmoniscd
Tariff). This classification has some similarities to
SITC, since both are broadly based on the international
Harmonised Commodity Description and Coding System
(HS).

6. Tables 6 and 7 contain index numbers for selected
Divisions and Subdivisions, on an ‘industry of origin’
basis, of the Australian Standard Industrial
Classification (ASIC). The 'industry of origin’ is the
industry in which, in accordance with the classification
rules of the ASIC, the imported commadity would be
classified as primarily produced had it been produced in
Australia.

7. Table 8 contains index numbers [or categories of
the United Nations' Classification by Broad Economic
Categories (BEC), Table 9 contains indcx numbers for
BEC categorics rearranged to form the broader cnd use
classes: Capital goods, Inicrmediate goods and
Consumption goods. Each category has been allocated
wholly to one of thesc classcs cxcept for:

« category 321, Motor spirit (which has been
allocaled in part to Intermediate goods and tn
part to Consumption goods); and

» category 51, Passenger motor cars (which has
been allocated in part to Capital goods and in
part to Consumption goods).

8 The Import Price Index is compiled lor cach
month [rom April 1991. Previously, it had becn
compiled as a quarterly scrics, on reference base: Year
1681-82 = 100.0 from September quarter 1981 until
June quarter 1991.

9.  Prior 1o the introductton of the ABS index, Lhe
Reserve Bank of Ausiralia published an import price
index on the refercnce base year of 1966-67 = 100,

10. Appendix A 1o the Scptember 1991 issuc of this
publication provides information on rc-referencing the
Impon Pricc Index from reference base: Year 1981-82
= 100.0 1o reference base: Year 1989-90 = 100.0.
Appcendix B cxplainsy how to link the previous and
current index serics, and the Al groups index of the
previous ABS index to the Al items index of the RBA
import price index. Appendix C contains the link factors
uscd to compile the linked indexes presented in this
publication. Appendix D contains the weights used to
compile the indcxes according to each of the Four
classifications uscd.

Scope and composition

11. The Import Price index mecasures changes in prices
ol merchandisc imports landed in Australia during the
month.

12, The indcx, cither dircculy or indirectly, covers
aboul ninety [ive per cent of merchandise imported
during 1988-89 and 1989-90.

13, Approximatcty five per cent of all merchandise
imported s neither directly nor indirccly represented
because of the inherent difficulties in pricing the items
to a constani qguality. These unrepresented items
include:

« livec animals (not for food);

» jewellery and other articles ol precious metal
ne.s.

» military equipment;

« special transactions;

» commoditics not classified according to kind;
« works of art, collectors picces, antiques, and
« ships of various types.

Items and weights

14, These indexes are fixed weights indexes. The items
inclided in the indexes were sclected on the basis of the
value of merchandise imports landed in Australia during
1988-89 and 1989-90.

15, Nincty three per cent of these imports are directly
represented.

16. Two pcr cent of the items arc not dircctly
represented. However, these items are  indircctly



represented as iterms whose prices are considered to
move similarly to those of directly priced imports.

17. Relevant directly represented items therelore carry
not only the weight of priced items but aiso the weight
of these unpriced ilems,

Prices

18. Prices of individual shipments are obtained from
importers of the selecied items and relate to the month
in which the goods arrive in Australia. Imports are
priced on a Free on board {f.0.b.), country of origin
basis. Freight and insurancc charges involved in
shipping goods from forcign (o Australian ports are
therefore excluded from the prices used in the index as
are Australian import dutics.

19. All prices used in the index are expressed in
Australian dollars. As a resull, changes in the relative
valucs of the Auwstralian dollar and overscas currencics
can have a dircct impact on price movements of imports
purchascd in cwrrencies other than Australian dollars.
Prices reporied in a foreign currency arc converted to
Australian dollars using the exchange rate prevailing at
the time of departure from the foreign port. Where
imports arc purchascd at prices expressed in terms of a
forcign currency and forward cxchange cover is used,
the prices used in the index exclude the [orward
exchange cover.

20. The prices nsed relate te specific standards,
grades, types, etc. of each item with the aim of
incorporating in the index price changes for imports of
represcniative goods of constant quality. In order to
lessen the impact of price variation attributable solely to
changes, over lime, in the country of origin of imported
goods, prices are obtained in respect of the predominant
countries of origin for each of the specified goods
priced. Prices arc combined using fixed weights
between countrics of origin but these weights are
reviewed periodically and revised where necessary.

Index numbers

21. Up to 1990-91, index numbers for financial years
arc simple avcrages of the quarterly index numbers.
From 1991-92, index numbers for financial years are
simple averages of the monthly index numbers.

22. Index numbers for the [atest month and the
previous month are preliminary and subject to revision.
However, it may be necessary to revise index numbers
for earlier periods, from time to time, where incorrect
prices for those periods are detected later on,

Analysis of index changes

23. Care shouid be cxercised when interpreting month
to month movemenis in the indexes as short term
movements do not necessarily indicaic changes in trend,

H

24. Movements in indexes from one period 10 another
can be expressed cither as changes in ‘index points’ or as
percentage changes. The following example illustrates
the mcthod of calculating index points changes and
perceniage changes between any two periods:

All groups index numbers —

November 1993
less November 1992
Change in index points

118.2 (see Tablc 1)
112.2 (see Table 1)
6.0

6.0

1120 x 100 = 53

Percentage change =

25. In this publication percentage changes are shown
in respect of movements belween:

+ consecutive financial ycars
= corresponding months of conseculive ycars
* consecutive months.

26. Table 2 provides an analysis of the contribution
which Sections and sclected Divisions {of SITC) make
to the Al groups index. For example, Road vehicles
contributed +15.63 index points to the All Groups index
number of 118.2 for November 1993 and -0.11 index
points 1o the nct change of -{.7 index poinis.

Related publications

27. Users may also wish to refer 1o the following
publications which are available on request:

Export Price [Index, Australia (6405.0) — issucd
monthiy

Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing
Industry, Ausiralia (6412.0) — issued moenthly

Price Indexes of Materials Used in Manufacturing
Industries, Australia (6411.0) — issued monthiy,

28. Other ABS publications that may be of interest
include:

Balance of Payments, Australia (5302.0) — issued
quarterly

Imports, Australia, Monthly Summary Tables (5433.0)
— issued monthly

29. Current publications produced by the ABS are
listed in the Catalogue of Publications and Products,
Australia (1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tucsdays
and Fridays, a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists
publications 1o be released in the ncxt few days. The
Catalogue and Publications Advice arc available from
any ABS office.



Unpublished statistics

30. As well as the statistics included in this and related
publications, the ABS has a large range of other
relevant unpublished data available. inquirics should be
directed to the contact in the phone inquiries box at the
front of this publication.

Symbols and other usages

p preliminary — figurcs subject to revision.

r  figure or serics revised since previous issuc.
nil or rounded to zero.
not clsewhere specificd.

n.c.s.

Electronic services

DISCOVERY, Key *656# for sclected current
economic, social and demographic
statislcs.

PC AUSSTATS. Thousands of up-to-date time series

arc available on this ABS on-linc
service. For further information phone

Printed by Alan Law, Commonweaith Government Printer, Canberra
® Commonwealth of Australia 1994

Recommended retail price: $8.50

thc PC AUSSTATS Help Desk on
(06) 252 6017.

PC TELESTATS. This scrvice provides:

« [loreign tradc statistics tailorcd to
uscis' requiremcnts, Further
information is  availablc on
{06) 252 5404

* (cxt and tables for selected Main
Economic Indicator publications.
Further information is available on
{06) 252 5405.

Floppy disk service
Selected ABS statistics are available
on [loppy disk. Further informatton is
available on (06) 252 6684.
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